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Dear Mr. President: 

I have been to serve as our country's 26‘*' Secretary of Defense which has 

allowed me (o serve alongside our men ajid women of the Depariitucnit in defense of otir citizens 
and our ideals. 

I am. ;Moud of the progress rliat has been made over the pasi two years on some of the 
t±y goals articuhted io our National Defense Strutegy: putting the Deparontnl on a more sound 
budgetary footing, improving readiness and lethality in our forces, and reforming the 
Depai^enr's business practices for greater performance. Our troops continue to provida the 
capabilities needed to prevail in conflict and sustain strong U.S. global influence. 

One core belief I have always held is that our strength as a nation is inextricably linlced 
to the strength of our un ique and comptrehensive system of alliances and paTtncii.hips. "while 
the U$ remains the indispensable nation in the free W'Orldn wo cajinot protect our jtiteresEs or 
sen't tha.t rote effectivefy without maintaining strong allhances and showing respect to those 
aJites. Like yon, I have said from the beginning that the armed forces of the United Stales 
shO'Uid not be tiie polioeman of the world. Instead, wc must use al] toots of American power to 
provide for the commoc defense, including providing effective leadership to our alliances. 
NATO's 29 democracies demonstrated that strength in their coiamiCmeM to fighting alongside 
us following the 9-11 attack On America. The Defeat-1 SIS ooaSition of 74 nations is further 
proof 

Similarly, I believe we must be resolute and unambiguous in our approach to those 
countries whose strategic interests are increasingly in tension with ours, ft is clear that China 
and Russia, for example, want to shape a world consistent with their authoritarian model - 
gaimrig veto authority over other nations' economic, diplomatic, and security decisions - to 
promote their own interests at the expense of their nei^bors, America and our allies. That is 
why we must use all the tools of AmErican power to provide for the common defense. 

My views on treating allies with respect and also being clear-eyed about both malign 
actors and strategic compeTirors are strongly held and informed by over four decades of 
immersion in these issues. We must do everything possible to advance an international order 
that is most conduci ve to our security, prosperity and values, and wc are strengthened in this 
effort by the solidarity of our alliances. 

Because you have the right to have a Secretary of Defenit whose views are better 


aligned with yours on ±e.se and other subjects, I believe it is right for me to step down from my 
positioji, The end date for my tenure is February 28,2019, a date that should allow sufficient 
time for a successor to be nominated and confinned as well as to make sure the Department's 
interests are properly articulated and protected at upcoming events to include Congressional 


